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Statement of Clarification – Data Set Discrepancy  
 
The Horinko Group’s December 2013 report entitled, Proposed Public-Private Partnership 
Projects for U.S. Inland Waterways Infrastructure Financing, Operations, and Governance, 
cited the USACE Navigation Data Center CY 2012 data set in order to capture present 
commodity tonnage and trends at a number of lock sites on the Upper Mississippi River System.   
 
Our research was completed during the October-November 2013 timeframe and prior to a CY 
2013 update of the data set, which was posted in February 2014 several weeks after the report 
was finalized and submitted.   
 
Upon reviewing the CY 2013 data set and finding that the updated data set was in conflict with 
the CY 2012 data set, we felt it important to address and correct the matter in order for 
interested parties to see where tonnage trends in the data sets were in conflict, where data 
system administrators made corrections, and how those corrections effect our report 
conclusions, if at all.  
 
In order to treat the matter simply and with maximum clarity, we are providing readers with a 
tabular comparison of the CY 2012 and updated CY 2013 data, and trends as a percentage 
change in tonnage over time, as demonstrated below.  
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The table displays a significant discrepancy in historical data for 1995.  However, the percentage 
decrease in All Commodities and All Food & Farm Products remains noteworthy.  For instance, 
using the CY 2013 data set update, Lock & Dam 25 has experienced a downturn in All 
Commodities from 1995 to 2013 of -54%, which includes a significant downturn in All Food & 
Farm Products from 1995 to 2013 of -69%.  
 
The key findings within our report remain unchanged.  Public-private partnerships offer a valid 
financing alternative deserving serious consideration in funding the operations, maintenance, 
and upgrading of the Inland Waterway System overall.  The Upper Mississippi River Segment 
represents a critical regional component of the overall system that supports a nationally and 
internationally significant supply chain.  Lock sites in this segment are worthy candidates for 
pilot P3 consideration as part of a larger system effort.  Given current tonnage and recent trends 
and projections, our recommendation remains that reliability rather than expansion should be 
the foundation of system modernization.  And finally, that users and beneficiaries of the system 
would be well served to advance pilot project formulation in a timely manner in order to take 
optimal advantage of the mandated P3 Pilot Program within the pending Water Resources 
Reform & Development Act of 2014.  


