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u
If this will be your first time, welcome! 
If you’ve been to River Rally before, welcome back! 
 
Whether you –

    S  work alone, volunteer, have dozens-hundreds-thousands of colleagues;       
    S  work for a nonprofit, local agency, business sector, federal government;         
    S  focus on a specific stretch of river, an entire watershed, land conservation,         
        environmental justice, public health, community organizing, rural or 
        urban issues –

    River Rally offers a truly unique opportunity for education, networking,   
    inspiration and celebration that you won’t find anywhere else.

Want healthy habitat in your watershed?  
     At River Rally you can:
u Influence federal and state policy change to better protect aquatic habitat
u Help to leverage billions in public funding for green community infrastructure
u Join with diverse interests to think across the land-water divide 

Concerned that contaminated water is affecting your health?  
     At River Rally you can:
u Acquire tools for assessing and reducing pollution
u Share policy and public health strategies
u Learn how to turn data into action 

Looking to address climate change?  
     At River Rally you can:
u Learn to influence local energy choices that minimize water use and pollution
u Enroll your group in a national campaign to save energy by saving water
u Develop a global warming community plan 

Got grassroots strength in your community?  
     At River Rally you can:
u Meet with federal agency staff who are excited to bring you new resources 
u Build your fundraising, communication and management skills
u Energize your board members as they gather what they need to maximize impact 

Water unites us. River Rally unites us.  
 
Together, we are an unstoppable force for the protection of our home rivers  
and waters. 

Rally Ho!

Thank you to our early sponsors for their 
generous contributions in support of the 
2011 National River Rally. 

Lead Patrons
Charles Stewart Mott Foundation
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Tom’s of Maine

Basin Patrons
U.S. Forest Service
U.S. Geological Survey

Watershed Patrons
The Coca-Cola Company
Planet, Inc.

River Patrons
Biophilia Foundation 
Chesapeake Bay Trust 
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
 
Stream Patrons
Agua Fund
American Rivers
IM Rivers by Vertices
MARPAT Foundation
Curtis and Edith Munson Foundation
Park Foundation
Z. Smith Reynolds Foundation
Wisconsin Dept. of Natural Resources
 
Friends of River Rally
Alabama Rivers Alliance
Corps Reform Network
Freshwaters Illustrated 
Gulf Restoration Network
ThinkShout
Water Words That Work

“River Rally is the best thing since the first Earth Day.”
Brock Evans, 2010 James R. Compton River Achievement Award recipient
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President’s Invitation

I love rivers. 

I know you love rivers too. Whether you work for, volunteer with or otherwise support 
organizations that protect and restore our freshwater lifelines, your efforts—individually and 
collectively—are amazing. 

I also love River Rally—a unique, dynamic experience that always provides new ideas, new 
contacts, new strategies and a renewed spirit to tackle our formidable water challenges.

This year, we’ll come together in Charleston, South Carolina, a city with a long history, 
sitting at the confluence of five rivers, and boasting the longest cable-stayed bridge in the 
Western Hemisphere. 

All of which is very apt, since River Rally serves as a major bridge for a diverse community 
of organizations, agencies, tribes and businesses working to connect our water, lands and 
communities. 

At River Rally, you will learn the best strategies for river restoration. You will test and help 
improve the newest tools and technologies for watershed protection. You will deliver and 
discuss critical information from the field and from Washington, DC. And, you will connect 
with the people you need to achieve your goals. 

Whether this will be your first or twelfth River Rally, you will find opportunities for 
professional growth that are second to none. 

The strength of our movement lies in working and sharing together. Despite our many 
challenges, this is truly a time of opportunity to better protect our home waters. 

I very much look forward to seeing you in Charleston! 

 In partnership,

 Todd Ambs
 President, River Network

2011 Local Host Committee
River Network wishes to thank the 
members of the Local Host Committee for 
their time, energy and hospitality.

American Rivers, SE office
Charleston Riverkeeper
Coastal Conservation League
Gills Creek Watershed Association 
Santee Riverkeeper
Savannah Riverkeeper
Southern Environmental Law Center
Upstate Forever
Waccamaw Riverkeeper

2011 River Rally Pilot Captains
The following organizations are helping 
steer River Rally to success. River Network 
is grateful for their financial support, 
promotion and marketing efforts, and 
leadership.

Alabama Rivers Alliance
American Rivers
Clean Water Network
Corps Reform Network
Earth Force
Gulf Restoration Network
Land Trust Alliance 
Southeast Watershed Forum
Union of Concerned Scientists
Upstate Forever
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Saturday 
Lunch

u Janisse Ray, Writer, Naturalist & Activist
Join us on Saturday as Janisse Ray presents River Politics & the Landscape of Wholeness. She will 
discuss the conflicted relationship humans have had with water, and the amazing metaphor water is 
for re-making local landscapes so that we can live in community, both human and wild, and end the 
destruction of the things we love.

Ms. Ray is author of three books of literary nonfiction and a new collection of nature poetry. She 
is on the faculty of Chatham University’s low-residency M.F.A. program and is a Woodrow Wilson 
Visiting Fellow. She holds an M.F.A. from the University of Montana, and in 2007 was awarded an 
honorary doctorate from Unity College in Maine.

u
Mickey Fearn serves as the National Park Service’s Deputy Director for Communications and 
Community Assistance. Mr. Fearn comes to the NPS from Seattle, Washington, where he created 
and directed a summer youth program for Seattle Parks and Recreation aimed at connecting urban 
youths to the natural world while promoting personal responsibility and healthy lifestyles. 

Mickey earned his B.A. in recreation and park administration at California State University and his 
M.S. in recreation and leisure studies from the University of Oregon.

Saturday 
Morning

Mickey Fearn, National Park Service

u

Saturday 
Evening u William Werkheiser, U.S. Geological Survey

William Werkheiser is the U.S. Geological Survey Associate Director for Water Resources. Mr. 
Werkheiser has served in a number of USGS management positions, including USGS Regional 
Director for the Eastern Region. He also led the Natural Hazards Initiative Team and the Long-term 
Hurricane Katrina Response and Recovery Team for U.S. Geological Survey. He has over 25 years 
experience with USGS and other agencies working on a variety environmental and scientific issues. 

Mr. Werkheiser has a B.S. in geology from Bloomsburg University and M.S. in geology from the 
University of Massachusetts. He joined USGS in 1986 as a hydrologist in the Delaware Water 
Resources Office. He has held a number of technical and management positions in USGS, including 
Director of the Pennsylvania USGS Water Science Center. 

Featured Speakers



Rev. Fletcher Harper
Rev. Harper, an Episcopal priest, is 
Executive Director of GreenFaith, a 
leading national interfaith environmental 
coalition. GreenFaith offers a range of 
programs that empower diverse religious 
institutions to become environmental 
leaders.

This panel discussion and audience participation will:

 u Explore how the river conservation community can become more effective in our work, if we diversify with whom we 
collaborate, leverage our resources and work together towards a common goal.

 u Bring awareness to the conservation community regarding the importance of addressing the critical social justice needs of 
inner city communities as a pathway to integrating diverse constituencies into our movement and generating the human 
capital needed to restore these rivers.

 u Help us understand that diversity comes in many forms (race, ethnicity, social-economic, professional focus, etc.) and 
that to be successful at diversifying our movement will take intentional focus. 

Water Unites Us

uPlenary Panel 

Judy Steckler
  Judy is the Executive Director of the 
Land Trust for the Mississippi Coastal 

Plain (LTMCP).  Since 2001, over 3,500 
acres have received protection under the 

umbrella of LTMCP. Through partnership 
funding with the National Park Service/

Rivers, Trails, and Conservation Assistance 
Program and others, LTMCP has been instrumental in 

developing four blueways within the coastal counties.
Charles F. Sams III
Panel Moderator 

Charles (Cocopah, Cayuse, Yankton Sioux) has an extensive background working to protect, 
conserve and enhance this nation’s endangered environmental resources in both urban and 
rural communities across the United States. He currently serves as the Executive Director of the 
Umatilla Tribal Community Foundation and President/CEO of Indian Country Conservancy. 

George Hawkins
George is the General Manager of the 
District of Columbia Water and Sewer 
Authority (DC Water). Prior to joining 
DC Water, Mr. Hawkins served as 
director of the District Department of 
the Environment (DDOE), the Executive 
Director of New Jersey Future and the 

Executive Director of the Stony Brook-Millstone Watershed 
Association. 

Iantha Gantt-Wright 
Iantha currently serves as Founder 

and President of The Kenian Group, 
a consulting, training and facilitation 
group that provides organizations the 

skills and tools necessary to diversify their 
programs, memberships, constituents, 

workforces, boards and advocates.

Monday  8:30am – 10:00am

5
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uHighlights

Exhibits
Partner groups, nonprofit organizations, 
businesses, public agencies and resource 
professionals will showcase services, 
products and resources that can help make 
your work easier.

Limited exhibit space to heighten your 
recognition with a targeted audience is 
still available on a first-come, first-serve 
basis. Contact Matt for more information: 
mburke@rivernetwork.org. 

Website Sprint
Friday 
River Network is pleased to offer a 
“Website Sprint” at this year’s River 
Rally. Presented by Eric Eckl of Water 
Words That Work and Sean Larkin 
of ThinkShout, the Sprint is a unique 
opportunity for watershed associations, 
waterkeepers, land trusts, soil and water 
districts and related organizations to catch 
up with today’s web. 

Working together, you will build a 
modern, attractive, highly functional 
website for your organization—and learn 
how to use it. This all-day training session 
requires separate registration and additional 
registration. Visit www.riverrally.org for 
more information.

Opening Reception
Friday Evening
Unwind. Relax. Catch up with old friends 
and meet new ones. Our opening reception 
provides the opportunity for you to 
prepare for the weekend ahead. You’ll get 
a sense of where you are via a virtual tour 
of the region, and have plenty of time to 
orient yourself and strategically plan your 
weekend at River Rally.

Is This Your First River Rally?
Saturday Morning
All “first-timers” are invited to attend 
a session to help you learn how to get 
the most out of River Rally, meet new 
colleagues and make your first time with 
us the best professional development 
experience you can have!

Poster Session
Saturday Evening
This year, we welcome you to present 
a Poster highlighting a special program 
or project. An effective poster is a visual 
communication tool. Posters will be 
displayed during River Rally and at the 
Networking Reception on Saturday. 
Visit the River Rally website FAQs for 
more information and links to designing 
effective posters.

The River Why
Saturday Evening

Let’s Get Connected
We can’t wait to see you in 
Charleston! 
Besides finding event details and 
registration on our website at www.
riverrally.org, there are many ways you 
can stay up-to-date and share River 
Rally with others.

River Rally Online Community

         Your registration will include an 
invitation to join the River Rally Online 
Community on Crowdvine, a site for 
conversation and networking. Get to 
know your fellow attendees, discuss 
topics that are important to you, ask 
presenters questions and manage your 
River Rally schedule.

          Be sure to let your friends 
know you’re attending River Rally by 
connecting with us on Facebook! Just 
click the Facebook icon on the River 
Rally website to add details to your 
newsfeed. Become a fan at: 
www.facebook.com/rivernetwork.

         Follow River Rally news on 
Twitter at:
www.twitter.com/rivernetwork; 
hashtag #RiverRally2011.



www.riverrally.org     u 2011 National River Rally

FRIDAY, June 3
9:00 am - 5:00 pm  Special Sessions
12:00 pm Registration Opens
6:30 pm - 8:30 pm  Opening Reception 
    
SATURDAY, June 4
7:45 am - 8:15 am  First-Timers Gathering
8:30 am - 9:30 am  Welcome & Speaker
10:00 am - 11:30 am  Concurrent Workshops
11:30 am - 1:15 pm  Lunch & Speaker
1:30 pm - 5:00 pm  Concurrent Workshops
5:30 pm - 6:30 pm  Networking Reception  
 & Poster Session
6:30 pm - 8:00 pm  Dinner & Speaker
8:30 pm - 10:00 pm  Special showing of The River Why

SUNDAY, June 5
8:30 am - 12:00 pm  Concurrent Workshops
12:30 pm - 5:00 pm  Field Trips and Box Lunch
Dinner on your own  Enjoy historic Charleston
8:00 pm - 10:00 pm  Wild & Scenic Film Fest 
9:00 pm  Pub Trivia

MONDAY, June 6
8:30 am - 10:00 am  Waters Unites Us 
 Plenary Panel & Discussion
10:30 am - 12:00 pm  Concurrent Workshops
12:15 pm - 1:30 pm  Lunch & Speaker
2:00 pm - 5:30 pm  Concurrent Workshops
5:45 pm - 6:45 pm River Heroes Reception
6:45 pm River Heroes Banquet,
 Music & Celebration

Rally at-a-Glance

A Note About Music
Music happens at River Rally. It 
happens spontaneously, freely, 
stochastically and at all hours of the 
day and night. In years past, our jams 
have included trumpets, ukuleles, 
drums, harmonicas, banjos, mandolins 
and even a few guitars. Whether you 
know two chords or three (apologies 
to the veterans who know four), make 
sure your carry-on is your instrument 
of choice.

Film Fest
Sunday Evening
Lights, camera, popcorn, action! South 
Yuba Citizens League’s Wild & Scenic 
Film Festival will feature a series of 
short, environmental films. You’ll leave 
inspired and thirsty for more.

Pub Trivia
Sunday Evening
It’s trivia night—with a River Rally 
twist. Join us as we gather at a 
downtown pub and showcase your 
river knowledge in a room filled with 
your peers. Who knows, you may even 
learn something. Fabulous prizes will 
be awarded.

National River Heroes 
Banquet
Monday Evening
We work hard, and we play hard; the 
banquet gives us the opportunity to 
honor the former, while demonstrating 
the latter. Make sure to make time 
for this inspirational evening of 
celebration, music and dancing.

u

Urban Rivers 
One of the focal points at River 
Rally this year will be to explore the 
challenges and opportunities to reclaim 
and restore our urban river systems.

The Anacostia, Charles, Passaic, 
Ohio, Milwaukee, French Broad, 
Cooper, South Platte, Los Angeles…
our rivers are the corridors around 
which downtown and neighborhood 
revitalization could and should occur, 
providing great potential as assets to 
urban areas. 

Many of the workshops and featured 
speakers will concentrate on the 
topics of improving water quality, 
encouraging sustainable land use, 
developing green infrastructure, 
reducing stormwater, measuring 
economic drivers and promoting 
recreational opportunities. All of these 
areas offer lessons that can be directly 
applied in urban settings. 

River Rally 2011 will also deliver 
the tools and resources needed for 
community organizing, coalition 
building and working with diverse 
constituencies, providing the 
foundation to implement successful 
long-range local watershed protection 
efforts in your urban community.

7
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u

30 e-Ssential e-Tips for Your Nonprofit
This workshop shares 30 essential tips on how your nonprofit can use the Internet 
to maximize fundraising, marketing, communication, volunteer recruitment, search 
engine optimization, advocacy and much more. Allan Pressel, CharityFinders

The 101 on 401 Water Quality Certification
The Clean Water Act allows states to veto or place conditions on activities requiring a 
federal license/permit that may result in a discharge. This session will help you advocate 
for your state to use this authority, “water quality certification,” to protect and restore 
water quality downstream from federally permitted activities. Merritt Frey, River 
Network

Antidegradation: Making the Social/Economic Case for Protection
Do polluters justify degrading your river by claiming their pollution is vital to 
development? This intermediate workshop will present an approach for reviewing 
the economics of allowing water quality degradation under the Clean Water Act’s 
antidegradation policy. Merritt Frey, River Network; Mark Buckley, ECONorthwest

Be the Change that Changes
Overwhelmed by what you hear, what to do or how to feel? Is it sometimes hard 
to have hope? Explore what science says about our changing planet and bodies and 
possibilities for viewing and processing today’s events to become the change we 
envision. Barb Horn, Rocky Mountain Watershed Network

Between the Paths: Culturally Compatible Communications
This workshop will focus on developing skills needed to work with populations that 
have viewpoints and values radically different from your own. We’ll seek to nurture 
cross-cultural communication through a combination of dynamic group interaction 
and case studies, as well as examine some of the ways different cultures do and don’t 
communicate. Jason Custer, City of Saxman

Blue Trails: Protection through Recreation
This workshop will explore how American Rivers’ Blue Trails program is protecting 
riverside land, educating landowners, increasing community involvement and 
providing opportunities for families to enjoy the outdoors together. Matt Rice, 
American Rivers; Craig Sasser, Waccamaw National Wildlife Refuge

Breaking the Water Silos through Integrated Planning
Learn how to integrate water planning with government representatives to address 
water delivery, supply, quality, infrastructure, conservation, and ecosystem health 
issues. This interactive workshop will review Integrated Regional Water Management 
Planning in California and discuss how to start an IRWM, secure funding and create 
working relationships among diverse stakeholders. Marion Gee & Matt Griffis, Sierra 
Nevada Alliance; Dr. Mark Drew, California Trout

Bringing Climate Change Impacts to Hometown Creeks
This workshop will detail how watershed groups can relate climate change to backyard 
creeks, and explore messages that resonate with policy-makers and citizens for 
transforming climate science into conservation actions. We’ll provide a “how-to” for 
compiling a watershed-specific climate change report and engaging communities. 
Brianna Randall, Clark Fork Coalition; Zach Frankel, Utah Rivers Council

Building a New Major Donor Program
Major donors can provide substantial amounts of unrestricted revenue that 
conservation groups need to survive and thrive. You will hear strategies that young 
and growing groups can use to maximize results while developing strong donor 
relationships that will be invaluable over the long term. Don Elder, Western Rivers 
Conservancy

Intensive 
workshops 

are 3 hours; 
all others are 

90 minutes.

Building Success by Merging
You’ll explore the merger of five watershed organizations in Baltimore. It will present 
the steps taken to investigate the pros and cons of merging; describe how the staffs 
and boards worked together; describe the financial, management, fundraising and 
programmatic challenges; and highlight the future of the new Baltimore Water 
Alliance. Frances Flanigan, Baltimore Water Alliance; Halle Van der Gaag, Jones Falls 
Watershed Association

Charting New Waters: Recommendations for the River Movement
“Charting New Waters” is the report that is the culmination of an intensive two-year, 
diverse collaboration of leaders across various national sectors. We’ll explore the nature 
and breadth of the United States’ freshwater challenges, discuss potential solutions and 
consider ways to ensure our freshwater resources are secure for the 21st century. Lynn 
Broaddus, The Johnson Foundation at Wingspread

The Chess of Advocacy Campaigns
This workshop teaches the basics of advocacy strategy using chess as the metaphor 
for your grassroots advocacy campaign. Participants will be pushed to craft their own 
campaign plans, media objectives and target new partners in a communal discussion. 
Zachary Frankel, Utah Rivers Council

The Clean Water Act Through a Biological Lens
The Clean Water Act’s objective is to restore and maintain the chemical, physical 
and biological integrity of our waters. The Act is less successful at addressing 
physical and biological integrity. We will present an analysis on and facilitate 
a discussion about how the Act can be applied to habitat and biological issues. 
Merritt Frey, River Network

Codes, Ordinances & Funding for Green Infrastructure
Receive the tools to analyze local ordinances and look for federal funding sources with 
the goal of increasing the use of green infrastructure. Participants will leave with an 
understanding of how local ordinances function, guidelines for changing ordinances, 
and how to influence the Green Project Reserve. Gary Belan, Katherine Baer & Peter 
Raabe, American Rivers

Combat Communications for Conservationists
Conservation and controversy go hand in hand. In this hands-on seminar, you’ll learn 
the dos and don’ts of managing controversial situations: deflecting their accusations, 
making yours stick. You’ll develop the confidence and skills you need to set the record 
straight and come out on top. Eric Eckl, Water Words That Work, LLC

Communicating a Biodiversity Perspective
Biodiversity is an ambiguous, adaptable and perhaps neglected value in river 
conservation, but how are we really communicating and educating about aquatic 
biodiversity? This workshop will explore these questions, while identifying challenges, 
approaches and potential solutions. Jeremy Monroe, Freshwaters Illustrated

Community-based Climate Response Planning
This planning session will feature local watershed and community leaders who are 
helping their communities become more sustainable and less vulnerable to the 
water-related impacts of climate change, such as drought, flooding and “global 
weirding.” Participants will receive assistance to plan for nation-wide initiatives 
on water conservation, efficiency and energy policy. Wendy Wilson, River Network

Eighty-four sessions with top-notch presenters are planned. Here’s an overview of the variety.

Find full workshop descriptions online at www.riverrally.org     u Workshops subject to change
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Energy, Water & Climate
Rivers & Human Health/Environmental Justice
River Habitat: Monitor, Protect, Restore
River Leaders & Organizational Health

Workshops 
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Eighty-four sessions with top-notch presenters are planned. Here’s an overview of the variety.
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Connect Your Watershed through Stormwater!
Looking for an innovative way to bring municipalities together to address stormwater?  
Participants will learn how to use provisions in stormwater regulations to attract 
communities to the table by offering regulatory compliance services on a fee-for-service 
basis, and what to do after you get them there. Ric Lawson, Huron River Watershed 
Council

Connecting Stormwater Permits & TMDLs
We will look closely at federal regulations governing TMDLs and NPDES permits for 
stormwater, compare these requirements against existing permits and TMDLs, and 
discuss advocacy responses to improve coordination between these two cornerstones 
of water pollution prevention. Jeffrey Odefey, AquaInt Consulting; Anthony Iarrapino, 
Conservation Law Foundation

Corridor Conservation Strategies
An emerging partnership between U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service, the Freedom to Roam 
Coalition and River Network seeks to protect our land and water by increasing fish 
passage and wildlife corridor conservation efforts, and your involvement is key. Come 
discuss the partnership, strategies to engage diverse constituents and how your group 
can be involved. Joe Starinchak & Susan Wells, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Creating a Community Global Warming Task Force
Recognizing the threat of climate change to our communities, Westchester County, 
NY created a task force engaging all sectors. The result: a living, comprehensive and 
collaborative action plan for water, land-use and energy. Follow the development of 
Westchester’s intriguing model and results to replicate success in your community. 
Adrienne Atwell, Greensure Consulting, LLC

Data Driven Campaign Techniques
Learn how top campaigners collect data about their supporters—and use this 
information to get more votes, raise more money and involve more volunteers. Then 
learn how you can transform your website, email list, fundraising mailers and other 
communications activities into powerful research tools that help you do the same. 
Baird Straughan, LeadGreen.Org; Eric Eckl, Water Words that Work, LLC

Developing an Exceptional Watershed Education Program
Using the award-winning watershed education programming of the Feather River 
Coordinated Resource Management Group, workshop participants will have the 
opportunity to explore the attributes of effective and sustainable environmental 
education, and depart with a plan to create or improve your own collaborative 
program. Rob Wade, Feather River Coordinated Resource Management Group

Diversifying the River & Water Movement
It’s time for action! Let’s talk about the lack of diversity in the movement, the 
importance of diversity, barriers, opportunities, how to address the issues and 
tools to help move forward. We’ll talk specificaly about “Equity Audits” as a tool 
to create inclusive organizations, both internally and externally. Marcelo Bonta, 
Center for Diversity & the Environment

Effectively Utilizing TMDLs to Improve Water Quality: A Primer
This session will discuss how groups can become effectively engaged and use TMDLs 
to meet their local and regional water quality objectives. Case studies of successful 
TMDLs will be highlighted, in addition to key case law decisions that have influenced 
the program. Chris French, Alliance for the Chesapeake Bay

Enforcement Database Management
This interactive workshop will showcase the advantages of having a unified, centralized 
record of information pertaining to active casework. See an example of a working 
enforcement database system; participate in creating an active case file and learn how to 
obtain funding, secure partners and implement a system in your own watershed.
Hagen Walker, Savannah Riverkeeper

Envisioning Environmental Justice
Participants will explore examples of successful diverse community engagement in 
river cleanup actions, and how to effectively reach out to marginalized or underserved 
populations. Through sharing examples, lessons-learned and success stories from across 
the country, this workshop will leave you inspired and energized to meet the challenges 
in your watershed. Cari Simson & BJ Cummings, Duwamish River Cleanup Coalition

Federal Tools for Urban Watersheds
Federal staff from EPA, U.S. Forest Service and National Park Service will discuss 
software, technical assistance and grants for organizations working in urban 
watersheds. Ample time for discussion will be provided. 

Finding the Gold in Your Mailing List
Is your mailing list caught in an eddy, with defunct addresses and questionable names?  
Find out how two groups cleaned up their lists, reached out to lapsed donors and 
targeted communications to increase fundraising and volunteerism. Bring a sample 
of your own list, and we’ll prescribe next steps to turn it into a gold mine. Baird 
Straughan, LeadGreen.org

Five Essentials for Successful Community Organizing
You’ll be ready for anything, once you learn the five essentials: holding effective 
meetings, relating well to your volunteers, working in coalition, planning for the real 
world and leading by example. We’ll provide tips for success and provide time for 
questions and discussion. Liz Paul, Idaho Rivers United

Foolproof Photos: Tell a Powerful Story with Pictures
Join us for a hands-on seminar, grounded in social and market research. You’ll get 
practical tips for taking, finding and buying photographs that help you raise more 
money, prevent more pollution and influence more environmental policy. Eric Eckl, 
Water Words That Work, LLC

Forest & Water Strategies for Climate Resilience
Decisions made at the local level are key to achieving resilience against the impacts 
of climate change. This workshop will take you through a model process for assessing 
your local climate vulnerabilities and developing forest and water strategies for climate 
adaptation planning. Gwen Griffith, Cumberland River Compact

From the Forest to the Faucet
The water we drink is our most important connection to the land. Sustaining the 
supply of clean drinking water for many communities means understanding the 
connection between forest and faucet and taking actions that protect watersheds at the 
source. This workshop will explore innovative approaches presented by community 
stewardship. Albert Todd, U.S. Forest Service; Todd Gartner, World Resources Institute

Fundraising: Face Your Fears, Up Your Game
What prevents you from achieving fundraising success? This interactive workshop 
uses a life coaching approach and the Perspective Tool to look at your organization’s 
fundraising efforts. Join us to evaluate your fundraising, look at alternatives and truly 
commit to a new course. Marc Alston, Marc Alston Coaching

Getting Watershed Restoration Done with AmeriCorps
2011 marks the 16th anniversary of AmeriCorps, and service and volunteering is more 
popular than ever! The number of AmeriCorps members is expanding from 75,000 
to 250,000 and you don’t want to miss this great opportunity for your organization!  
Come learn how to restore and protect your watershed with talented AmeriCorps 
Volunteers. Morgan Fessler & Marion Gee, Sierra Nevada Alliance

Green Approaches for Meeting Stormwater Regulations
EPA staff will help you understand upcoming stormwater rulemaking and expectations 
in reviewing state permits. Southeast Watershed Forum staff will showcase tools for 
using low impact development and green infrastructure in mitigating stormwater 
runoff. A hands-on mapping exercise will be conducted to determine where 
preservation development strategies can provide the greatest water quality benefits.
Christine Olsenius & Jane Fowler, Southeast Watershed Forum; Thomas McGill, U.S. EPA

www.riverrally.org     u 2011 National River Rally



10

u

Intensive workshops are 
3 hours; all others 

are 90 minutes.

Green Infrastructure Economics & Urban Rivers
We will present costs and benefits for urban stormwater, green infrastructure and low 
impact development opportunities, and present the economic and behavioral drivers 
for participation in water quality improvement efforts. Mark Buckley, ECONorthwest

Health Impact Assessment in CAFO Permitting
Come explore the potential use of comprehensive health impact assessments in CAFO’s 
permitting decisions. Participants will learn about the health impact process, examine 
several models for consideration and review language in several state statutes that might 
support the inclusion of health considerations in CAFO permitting. Ellen Mee, Ohio 
Environmental Council

Helping Your Board Focus on Governance
Boost your board’s productivity and elevate its focus on governance and fundraising by 
helping it develop an annual action plan. Learn how executive directors and staff can 
help boards get started with this powerful practice, and receive helpful templates and 
tips for success. Stacy Baker, Institute for Conservation Leadership

How Water Efficiency Can Help Instream Flows
Can water efficiency programs help watershed health and instream flows? We’ll discuss 
barriers and opportunities: practical experience, innovative and successful polices and 
working models; and application of these approaches to other watersheds throughout 
the U.S. Mary Ann Dickinson & Cindy Dyballa, Alliance for Water Efficiency; Betsy Otto, 
American Rivers 

Hydrofracking: Out of Our Watersheds
Hydrofracking and other energy-related drilling and extraction activities are 
exempt from oversight, review, regulation and public scrutiny via the major federal 
environmental protection laws. Learn the basics of hydrofracking, the regions it 
has adversely impacted to date, the likelihood that it will become an issue in your 
watershed, and what your organization can do to minimize its effects locally, regionally 
and nationwide. Hilary Lambert, Cayuga Lake Watershed Network

Insurance 101: Protecting Your Name & Assets
Learn the definitions and descriptions of all types of insurance protection. Join us 
for a hands-on discussion of the difference in insurance coverages and important risk 
management practices to help control insurance costs. Susan Smith, Beehive Insurance 
Agency, Inc.

Integrating Habitat, Flow & Water Quality Policy
Many of the laws we use to protect or restore rivers compartmentalize fundamentally 
linked issues—flow, quality, habitat protection, etc. We’ll use real-world examples and 
group discussion to explore ways to integrate policy tools with the goal of holistically-
healthy rivers, from riverbank to river bottom…and beyond. Merritt Frey, River 
Network

Introduction to Water Quality Standards
Everyone needs to understand water quality standards. In this introductory session, we 
will explain designated uses, water quality criteria and antidegradation. We will work 
through real state standards and discuss how to make changes. Participants will leave 
with the skills to review their own water quality standards. Gayle Killam, River Network

Leap of Faith: Partnering for Conservation
The Interfaith Environmental Initiative of Alabama brings together leaders from 
faith, science, environment, business, water and energy providers, and education  
in conversations and educational initiatives to advance water/energy conservation.  
Participate in a process that explores values-based work and encourages collaboration. 
Beth Stewart, Cahaba River Society; Eleanor DelBene, Interfaith Environmental Initiative 
of Alabama

Lessons Learned: Spotlight on Restoration
Learn how different organizations are collaboratively working to protect, restore and 
enhance water quality and watershed functions in the Great Lakes Watershed. Join 
representatives from the Great Lakes Restoration Initiative (GLRI) for a discussion of 
how the federal family can work with watershed groups to find innovative solutions to 
problems affecting watersheds. Peter Cassell, Marcia Damato & Rita Cestaric, U.S. EPA

Let the River Teach Our Children
For over 20 years, the “Haw River Learning Celebration” has been bringing school 
children to the river, to explore water quality, wildlife and history through science, 
art—and experiences only the river can provide. Here’s how we do it—you can, too. 
Elaine Chiosso & Donna Myers, Haw River Assembly

Leveling the Playing Field for Residential Development
We’ll highlight a tool that evaluates development site impacts to water quality 
based on location, associated off-site transportation impacts and use of on-site 
BMPs. We’ll then discuss the development of the Stormwater Banking Program, 
a market-based incentive program aimed at encouraging developments to 
minimize impacts on water quality. Mary Walsh & Lisa Hallo, Upstate Forever

Leveraging Recreational Flows to Protect River Health
How do river managers use science-based flow assessments to identify and describe 
flow-dependent recreational values in their watershed? We will explore case studies 
where flow management targets leverage recreational needs to enhance and protect 
instream flows for fish and wildlife habitat, sediment transport and channel 
maintenance. Nathan Fey, American Whitewater; Rob Buirgy, Buirgy Consulting, Inc.

Leveraging Social Media for Change
Social media is all the rage, but how and when is it useful as a grassroots organizing and 
fundraising tool? In this session, we will help you develop a reasonable and actionable 
social media strategy and teach you how to tell compelling stories quickly and 
effectively online using social media services. Sean Larkin, ThinkShout

Low Impact Development Goes Coastal
Do you think LID can work, but can’t seem to convince decision makers? In this 
workshop, you will see great examples of LID projects in the coastal plain and learn 
to tell how LID-friendly your community really is. Sadie Drescher & Julie Schneider, 
Center for Watershed Protection

Managing Stormwater While Creating Liveable Cities
Our watersheds suffer greatly from pollutants carried in stormwater. This 
interactive discussion will address the importance of managing stormwater onsite 
while promoting sustainable, watershed-friendly development patterns through 
examples and relevant strategies for your work at home. Gayle Killam, River 
Network; Geoff Anderson, Smart Growth America 

Market Incentives for Urban Floodplain Restoration
Learn about an innovative market-based incentive program that will be used to 
generate funds for floodplain improvement projects in Greenville, SC, while reducing 
the construction of excess parking spaces and encouraging the use of pervious paving 
materials for surface parking lots. Erika Hollis, Upstate Forever
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WORKSHOP KEY
Energy, Water & Climate
Rivers & Human Health/Environmental Justice
River Habitat: Monitor, Protect, Restore
River Leaders & Organizational Health

Find full workshop descriptions online at www.riverrally.org     u Workshops subject to change
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Measuring What’s Important
Design a program evaluation to give you more useful information to improve your 
work, focus your program team, and impress your funders, constituents, board and 
staff. Using a theory of change model, you’ll identify critical measures of program 
success, meaningful evaluation questions and ways to track progress. Stacy Baker, 
Institute for Conservation Leadership

Monitoring for Measurable Results
Is your monitoring program producing measurable results? Run your monitoring 
program through this framework to see if you are producing measurable results. 
We’ll include hands-on exercises to identify your target decisions, decision makers 
and information needs, and how those relate to actual design, monitoring and 
results. Barb Horn, Colorado Division of Wildlife

New Partnerships for New Money
Watershed groups need to be creative and work cooperatively in order to survive. Join 
us for an interactive discussion to explore potential new funding avenues available for 
river conservation organizations. We’ll explore innovative and successful partnerships, 
as well as brainstorm new ideas and strategies. Judith Petersen, Kentucky Waterways 
Alliance

Nitrogen, Phosphorus & Green Gunk in Our Waters, Agencies & Courts
This workshop will discuss efforts to get nitrogen and phosphorus reductions from 
agriculture and point sources and developments by developing numeric nutrient 
standards. We’ll provide an overview of the problem and discussion of basic Clean 
Water Act concepts. Albert Ettinger, Environmental Law & Policy Center; Monica 
Reimer, Earthjustice

Nonprofit Financial Management: The Basics
This workshop will provide an overview of essential nonprofit financial management, 
including: financial controls and risk management, financial statements, budgets & 
cashflows and board responsibility of fiscal oversight. Donna Muñoz & Patricia Muñoz-
Chernitsky, Environmental Support Center

NPDES Permits Basics
Learn the fundamentals of discharge permits under the Clean Water Act, including 
how the limits are set and compliance reporting. We will examine actual permits and 
discharge reports, and do a hands on exercise to better understand permits and find 
violations. Barry Sulkin, Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility 

One Million Pounds Removed Takes Partners
Looking to start or improve a river clean-up or beautification project? This workshop 
will provide practical information to kick-start your program based upon a model 
program in San Diego and the national Take Pride in America initiative. Rob Hutsel, 
San Diego River Park Foundation; Jack Simes, Bureau of Reclamation; Lisa Young, 
Department of the Interior

Personal Balance: Using Yourself Strategically
Watershed conservationists are faced with multiple demands on their time and talents. 
We’ll help you assess your personal priorities and time management practices. You 
will learn to recognize areas in need of better balance, and identify needed changes 
for greater balance and satisfaction in your life and work. Stacy Baker, Institute for 
Conservation Leadership

Protecting Clean Water – It’s the Law
Activists across the country are increasingly turning to a powerful tool in the Clean 
Water Act: antidegradation implementation. Kentucky Waterways Alliance has focused 
on antidegradation implementation since 1999. Come learn from our victories and 
mistakes. Judith Petersen, Kentucky Waterways Alliance; Albert Ettinger, Environmental 
Law & Policy Center

Public Access & the LA River
The Los Angeles River winds its way through the heart of one of the country’s largest 
and most diverse cities. This panel of practitioners, academics and activists will discuss 
the past, present and future of the LA River with a focus on the rights of the public to 
access the River. Jennifer Maier, Environmental Law Foundation; Shelly Backlar, Friends 
of the LA River; George Wolfe, LaLa Times

Rain Barrel Workshop
WWF and Coca-Cola Refreshments are working to increase water stewardship in 
the southeast by connecting bottling plants to local watershed conservation groups.  
Participants will learn how to construct a rain barrel and how to create partnerships to 
fund and implement rain barrel programs. Rena Ann Stricker, The Coca-Cola Company; 
Wendy Smith, World Wildlife Fund

Regulating Chemicals for Clean Water
The workshop is designed to acquaint participants with the Toxic Substances 
Control Act and how current proposals for reform could reduce the flow of chemical 
contaminants into our waters. Participants will learn how they can engage on 
the federal and state levels to help enact needed policy reforms. Ellen Mee, Ohio 
Environmental Council; Lindsay Dahl, Safer Chemicals

Regulating Stormwater Pollution
Need to know the basics of federal stormwater regulation for municipalities, 
construction activity or “industrial” categories? Examples of how different states 
are approaching these requirements will be shared and the audience will leave with 
templates/references that can help improve implementation in their state. Gayle Killam, 
River Network; Katherine Baer, American Rivers

Riparian Forest Buffers: The Chesapeake Experience
The Chesapeake Bay Program’s Forestry Workgroup has been working toward riparian 
buffer goals since 1994. Presenters will discuss lessons learned from carrying out 
riparian buffer restoration goals, but more importantly, what aspects of the most 
successful programs in the Chesapeake could be replicated in a watershed near you. 
Sally Claggett, U.S. Forest Service; Julie Mawhorter & David Wise, Chesapeake Bay 
Foundation
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Smart Sewering for Sustainable Growth
“Smart sewering” is an approach to infrastructure development that creates targeted 
development through the use of limited sewering. Towns can promote density without 
suffering the sprawl explosion of community-wide or regional sewage infrastructure.  
Financing will be addressed, including income generation through innovative 
technologies. Robert Zimmerman, Charles River Watershed Association

Stewardship & Expansion of a Major Donor Base
Growing your major gifts program can be challenging. This interactive workshop 
will explore strategies for maximizing input and engagement among staff to improve 
outreach and stewardship. We’ll discuss both best practices for identifying and retaining 
major donors and strategies for upgrading lower level donors to major donor status.
Courtenay Speir, The Coastal Conservation League

Strategic Collaboration to Protect Rivers, Land & Watersheds
Participants will be introduced to strategic conservation planning that identifies, 
prioritizes and protects specific land areas critical to safeguarding important 
stream corridors and watersheds. We present examples of successful partnerships 
between land trusts and water protection groups. Charles Roe, Land Trust Alliance; 
Ole Amundsen, Conservation Fund; Lisa Creasman, Conservation Trust for North 
Carolina

Strategic Communications for Real Outcomes
We’ll cover the basics of strategic communications and provide a round of entertaining 
and educational true-to-life mistakes that have been made in developing and carrying 
out communications campaigns. We will also talk about recent successes, particularly 
with some of the nation’s “Great Waters” restoration campaigns. Peter Alexander, 
Talking Conservation & Northeast Great Waters Coalition

TMDLs: A National Perspective
TMDL issues have a broad range depending on the ecosystem, political environment 
and size of the watershed. Come learn how two different TMDL managers are 
dealing with their own issues in both the Chesapeake Bay and in Utah. By better 
understanding broader TMDL issues, we seek to learn more about our own back yards. 
Hilary Arens, State of Utah: Division of Water Quality; Chris French, Alliance for the 
Chesapeake Bay

Toxic Waters & Public Health: Assessing and Communicating        
the Connections
Workshop leaders will explain basic strategies to investigate connections between 
toxic contamination and human health. We’ll demonstrate how local data can 
further the case for clean-up. Participants will examine actual data to demonstrate 
connections between pollution and human health. We’ll then examine how to 
communicate environmental health data in a sexy, easy to understand manner. 
Steve Dickens, River Network; Martha Merson & Ethan Contini-Field, TERC

Unlocking the “Secrets” to a Great Board
Designed so participants can reflect on their own Board’s strengths and 
challenges, we will use a variety of exercises and peer-to-peer learning to help 
you address your situation. You will gain clear understanding of how successful 
Boards operate and obtain tools to transform your current Board into the Board 
your organization needs. Staff and Board members are encouraged to attend.
Diana Toledo & Mary Ellen Olcese, River Network

Intensive workshops are 
3 hours; all others 

are 90 minutes.

USGS Resources for Watershed Associations
The U.S. Geological Survey operates a large national hydrologic network of 
streamgages, observation wells and water-quality monitoring sites. This session, 
which will include a panel discussion of successes, explores how watershed groups 
can access and utilize this information, and work with USGS to address their 
water resources issues.

Utilizing Google Maps/Earth with Social Media
Google Maps and Google Earth have become popular tools in water 
conservation. These tools are often free, easy to use and easily inserted onto 
websites. This presentation guides organizations to customize maps by integrating 
Google Maps and Google Earth with social media. Wansoo Im, IMRivers-
VERTICES

Volunteers Monitor Rivers for Invasive Species
Project RED is a statewide citizen scientist monitoring program designed to monitor 
riverways for invasive species in Wisconsin. If you’re interested in establishing an early 
detection volunteer monitoring effort or simply wish to know more about invasive 
species impacting rivers, join us. Laura MacFarland, River Alliance of Wisconsin 

Water for Electricity: How it Works
Over 40% of the water taken from rivers and lakes in the U.S. is used to cool power 
plants. Do you know how this affects your river? In this workshop, we’ll discuss how 
power plants use water, how this impacts water quality and ways to protect your 
watershed from harm. John Rogers, Union of Concerned Scientists; Annette Huber-Lee, 
Tufts University; Sara Barczak, Southern Alliance for Clean Energy

Water Monitoring: Owning the Story in Your Data
Often, groups collect data without thinking of their own needs. With a special focus 
on habitat assessments, we will discuss the need to take ownership of your data and 
tell the full story of what is happening from bank to streambed in your river. Danielle 
Donkersloot, NJ Watershed Watch Network

Wetlands Protection - Yes Net Loss
Learn how wetland impact permits are issued, when they are supposed to be denied 
and about mitigation. We will focus on mitigation failures and how citizens can 
investigate and step into the role of the enforcement agency through citizen suits, using 
actual cases as examples. Barry Sulkin, Public Employees for Environmental Responsibility 

Write Your Fundraising Plan
Participants in this session will learn the basics about writing a fundraising plan 
and learn how to use a simple template to develop a one year or multi-year plan 
that includes the funding sources most frequently used by local river and watershed 
organizations. Wendy Wilson, River Network

Young People & Your Organization
Are you hoping to engage young people around watershed protection? Join Earth 
Force, the Ashley Cooper Stormwater Education Consortium and North Charleston 
students as we share the successes, challenges and enormous possibility in empowering 
young people to take action to improve local watersheds. Jan Sneddon & Stacey 
Rafalowski, Earth Force

WORKSHOP KEY
Energy, Water & Climate
Rivers & Human Health/Environmental Justice
River Habitat: Monitor, Protect, Restore
River Leaders & Organizational Health

Find full workshop descriptions online at www.riverrally.org     u Workshops subject to change
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 u Canoe the Edisto River Canoe 
& Kayak Trail

Explore this beautiful free-flowing 
blackwater river with a variety of wildlife 
including deer, turtles, river otters, 
alligators, egrets and great blue herons. Led 
by South Carolina DNR staff, there will be 
stops along the way to take a dip and learn 
about water trail initiatives taking place 
across South Carolina. 

 u Kayak Wambaw Creek
In the Francis Marion National Forest, 
Wambaw Creek is a peaceful tidal 
blackwater creek flowing through majestic 
cypress-tupelo stands. You may get to 
view wildlife, like prothonotary warblers, 
swallow-tailed kites and river otters. 
Alligators are also occasionally seen by quiet 
paddlers. Wambaw Creek forms the heart of 
the 1,900-acre Wambaw Creek Wilderness 
area and is one of the most scenic spots in 
South Carolina’s Francis Marion National 
Forest. The trip will be led by American 
Rivers’ Southeast Regional staff. 

 u Take a Ferry & Explore Bull 
Island

It’s the crown jewel of the Cape Romain 
National Wildlife Refuge—a 64,000-acre 
Class One Wilderness Area off the coast of 
South Carolina. Take a leisurely, 30-minute 
ferry ride through the saltwater marsh with 
a trained naturalist and learn about the salt 
marsh and barrier island ecosystems while 
you look for dolphins and loggerhead sea 
turtles, typically active in late May-early 
June. Once on the island, hike through the 
miles of well-managed trails and footpaths 
and emerge on the majestic and pristine 
“Boneyard Beach,” where the natural effects 
of barrier Island migration have stranded the 
maritime forest on the beach. 

On Sunday afternoon, take a well-deserved break to explore the natural beauty, 
history and innovative urban restoration efforts taking place around Charleston.  
These are just some of the trips we’re planning. 
(Additional information, including costs, will be available upon registration. Full field trip 
descriptions are online at www.riverrally.org.)

 u Tour North Charleston’s Oak 
Terrace Reserve & the Noisette 
Community

Come learn about the revitalization of 
North Charleston’s 3,000-acre Noisette 
Community, located along the Cooper 
River and take a tour of its Oak Terrace 
Preserve neighborhood. This master-planned 
community has been recognized as one 
of the nation’s Leading Green Residential 
Projects and incorporates many low impact 
development practices designed to manage 
stormwater and conserve energy. Learn about 
the whole systems approach being used to 
redevelop this industrial site and restore 
historical buildings, develop parks, preserve 
and restore natural areas, and promote 
economic development opportunities. 

Field Trips 

 u In-Service Project 
Roll up your sleeves and prepare to have fun. 
Here is a chance to put the Urban Waters 
vision to work with an “in-service” activity 
within the surrounding community of North 
Charleston. Come work with community 
leaders and EPA on small environmental 
projects that may include installing rain 
gardens or planting native plants. This will 
also serve as an educational gathering as we 
work with citizens of all ages to play their 
own role in “environmentalism.”

 u Take a Charleston Civil War 
Walking Tour

Jack Thomson, author, distinguished expert 
and animated guide will take you back in time 
to experience Charleston as it was during the 
Civil War. 

www.riverrally.org     u 2011 National River Rally
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River Rally Registration
Full River Rally registration includes lodging, access to 72 
workshops, 12 intensive sessions and all meals from the Friday 
evening reception through Monday evening’s River Heroes 
Banquet, with Sunday dinner on your own.

Important Dates in 2011
January 17 River Rally Registration Opens
February 4 River Hero Nominations Due
February 11   11% Early-Bird River Rally Discount Ends
March 24 River Rally Scholarship Request Deadline

Cancellation Policy
Cancellation and refund policies apply. Please see our 
River Rally webpage at: 
www.rivernetwork.org/rally/registration for details.

Preferred Way: Online                            
Visit the River Rally website at                   
www.rivernetwork.org/rally/register and 
complete the online registration form. 

Website & Mail: visit the River Rally website 
at www.rivernetwork.org/rally/register and 
print, complete and mail with appropriate 
payment to River Network. 

Contact River Network & Mail: contact Lori 
Sams at lsams@rivernetwork.org or 503-542-
8384 to request a registration form. 

1

2

3

3 Ways to Register
for River Rally

The River Rally Scholarship Fund is made possible 
through the very generous donations of our 
foundation, corporate and government supporters. 
We cannot guarantee scholarships, nor can we 
provide full scholarships, but we’ll do everything we 
can to help you get to River Rally.

River Network Partners can apply for a scholarship 
when registering online for the National River Rally.

Scholarship applicants must:
 � be a current staff or board member affiliated 

with a dues-paying River Network Partner; 
 � register online for River Rally no later than 

March 24; and
 � indicate you are requesting a scholarship.

Please visit www.rivernetwork.org/rally/
scholarships or contact Dawn DiFuria at: ddifuria@
rivernetwork.org or 503-542-8393, with any 
questions regarding scholarships.

Scholarships

Registration Fees

Single Room Double Room (each person)

Non-Partner Partner Non-Partner Partner

4 Nights $1,440 $1,195 $1,105 $895

3 Nights 1,225 1,065 975 795

2 Nights 1,005 875 835 695

1 Night 775 690 685 600

Take the early-bird special! 
Register by February 11 and receive 11% off.

(Take the discount when you register online. Does not apply to daily rates.)

Daily Rates

Friday evening $35

Saturday 325

Sunday - 1/2 day 150

Monday 325

Sat., Sun., Mon. 550

You will be able to purchase 
additional meals for family and 
friends when you register online.

Lodging is not included in daily rates.

Are you interested in providing scholarship funding 
or know of a local funder who might be? 
Please contact Kevin Kasowski at: 
kkasowski@rivernetwork.org. River Network, National Office

520 SW 6th Avenue, Suite 1130
Portland, OR 97204
tel: 1-503-241-3506   
info@rivernetwork.org
www. rivernetwork.org
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Become a Partner
Travel
PLANE
Charleston International Airport (CHS) is 
only one mile from the Embassy Suites Hotel 
& Convention Center. Free shuttle service is 
provided by the hotel. 

CHS is serviced by many airlines. Daily direct 
flights are available from numerous cities.
Southwest Airlines will begin new service in 
March including direct flights from Baltimore, 
Chicago-Midway, Nashville and Houston.

The Embassy Suites provides a complimentary 
airport shuttle; parking is $5/day. 

TRAIN
Charleston Amtrak Station, just 2½ miles from 
River Rally, has trains arriving and departing 
daily. Free shuttle service is provided by Embassy 
Suites. Visit www.amtrak.com for more details 
and book your trip to River Rally today. 

BUS
North Charleston is serviced by Greyhound. Visit 
www.greyhound.com for schedules and rates.

PICKUP PAL
If carpooling is part of your plan, why not 
consider Pickup Pal, an online service designed to 
help make your connections easy. Your account 
registration is free and the navigating is easy. 
Pickup Pal members can track the number of 
rides they have given or taken and the number 
of ride-share miles that they have traveled. Visit 
the River Rally webpage at www.riverrally.org to 
sign up and help the planet on your way to River 
Rally 2011!
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Join the Partnership online at 
www.rivernetwork.org/become-river-network-partner

Organizational Strength:
• Free Access to NOZA Database of Charitable Giving
• River Network Grant Opportunities
• Group Rate Organizational Insurance
• Aflac Group Rate Employee Insurance

Training & Assistance:
• River Rally Registration Discount of up to 25%
• Eligibility for Partial Scholarships to River Rally
• Free Access to River Network Webinars
• One-on-One Assistance or Training

Resources:
• Subscriptions to River Voices & River Fundraising Alert
• Studies & Reports on Leading Areas of Interest
• Resources for your Board of Directors & New Staff

Products & Services:
• Interactive Online Mapping Services
• Discounted Watergrass Database
• 10% off Global Water Monitoring Equipment
• Help with Acquiring Office, Monitoring & Education Items
• Exploratory Website Package & Training Track

Networking:
• Networking Opportunities, both Online & In-person
• Information Exchange via the Partner Listserv
• Assistance Locating Experts
• Inspiration & Sense of Camaraderie

Promotion:
• Publicity Opportunities
• Advertise Jobs, Volunteer Opportunities & Events
• List Publications & Merchandise for Sale in our Marketplace
• 20% Exhibitor Table Discount at River Rally

Publications
Choice of one free book to new Partners: 

• How to Save a River: A Handbook for Citizen Action
• River Talk! Communicating a Watershed Message
• Listening to Watersheds: A Community-Based Approach to Watershed Protection
• Testing the Waters: Chemical & Physical Vital Signs of a River

A Co-op for River & Watershed Conservationists

River Network Partnership

Embassy Suites Hotel 
& Convention Center

5055 International Blvd.
North Charleston, SC 29418

tel: 1-843-747-1882   
embassysuites1.hilton.com

River Network Partners receive a wide range of annual 
benefits, including major discounts on River Rally registration 
and an opportunity to apply for River Rally scholarships. Your 
investment will pay immediate returns for your organization!

u

For River Network Partnership questions, contact Dawn DiFuria at 
ddifuria@rivernetwork.org or 503-542-8393

www.riverrally.org     u 2011 National River Rally
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More than four centuries in the making, Charleston, South Carolina is a great city to visit and explore.

Stand on the site of the first shot in the Civil War. Come face to face with a giant sea turtle. Take a tour 
of an antebellum mansion. There are so many blossoming gardens, so many photo opportunities and 
so many reasons to enjoy your visit to Charleston!

u  Aquariums  u  Historic Forts  u Cobblestone Walking Tours  u  Downtown Carriage Rides  u  
Historic Homes & Buildings  u  Naval & Maritime Parks  u  Museums & Art Galleries  u  Beaches  u  
Paddling Adventures  u  Schooner Cruises  u  Plantations & Gardens  u  The Spoleto Festival Art in the 
Park  u  Culinary Delights  u  Music & Nightlife   u  Open Air Markets  u  Freshwater and Ocean Fishing

Bring your family and friends and kick off your summer with River Rally!

Charleston where history lives
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